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civilization of their own or assimilating that which they have already found.
Like Zenghis Khan and Tamerlane, Attila was a mighty warrior. While the Vandals were conquering Africa, Attila was spreading the terror of his name in the region of the Lower Danube, and even threatening Constantinople itself. But the West offered to him a stronger attraction than the East. In the middle of the century the Huns, under his leadership, swept towards the Rhine, leaving devastation behind them wherever they went, and absorbing into their army large numbers from the Teutonic tribes. In 450 Attila burst across the Rhine, making pretence that he had come to serve the Empire by smiting the rebellious Visigoths and to rescue the Franks from the Gothic domination. The Franks feared the rescuers more than the oppressors. They resisted the Huns, but Attila's hosts poured' over Eastern Gaul till they reached the city of Aurelianus, of which the modern name is Orleans. Orleans closed its gates and defied the invader. Meanwhile, Theodoric, the Gothic king at Toulouse, was preparing to resist the storm, and the Roman armies were gathered under the great soldier Aetius, himself probably an Illyrian, the real director of the Western Empire. Aetius and Theodoric joined forces and marched to the relief of Orleans, which was still offering a successful resistance to the Huns, who were unskilled in siege operations. Attila fell back to Chalons, where he reckoned that the plains would provide him with good fighting ground, but in a tremendous battle in the early autumn of 451 his forces were heavily defeated by Aetius and Theodoric.
The deluge was stayed so far as Gaul was concerned. Attila fell back behind the Rhine; but the battle of Chalons had by no means shattered his power. Checked in his Western advance, he led his hosts down upon Northern Italy. The population fled before him, those of them who escaped' taking refuge in the lagoons at the head of the Adriatic, to become the progenitors of the Venetian state in a later age. Aetius, without Theodoric's Goths, could not hope to conquer the man who was said to take a pride in the name the Romans gave him, "the Scourge of God." The Imperial Court negotiated; the persuasive eloquence of one of the ambassadors, the great pope, Leo L, was effective in persuading the Hun to abstain from sacrilegiously sacking the city of Rome. Attila consented to retire, though he demanded and was promised the hand of an Imperial princess, who was to take her place in his harem* He never married his princess, , &HT before she could be sent to the Hungarian home whither he retired, lie died suddenly and mysteriously, and after his death the tide of HHJIS stirged back to the East, and dispersed itself, to reappear, it a&yjta, ,as tite-Avars and, perhaps, the Bttlgars, of later generations, ,; Aetius at Chalons had saved the Empire from the Huns, but